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ISIS, The New Worlds Enemy
Introduction
[bookmark: _GoBack]Since the beginning of the 21st century, the world, particularly the United States has played a major role in the fight against terror and terrorism. Despite the continued fight against terror groups since the 9/11 attacks, there is an increase in terrorism and extremist movements. The fight against these groups, and in particular the Islamic State of Iraq and Syria (ISIS) continues to threaten foreign relations between the United States and the Middle Eastern region (Cordesman 34). Also, the presence of this terror group threatens the peace of the country as well as that of the region. ISIS is a militant group that is active in Syria, Iran, and other countries. The existence of this group in the region and other countries continues to weaken global relations because even after defeat by U.S. military forces, the movements change their names. Today, the world is working together to alleviate the offenses committed by the group. 
[bookmark: _Hlk60474449]ISIS is also known by the Arabic acronym 'Daesh' is a militant group that is active in Syria and Iran, the region, and other Aran countries in Northern and Eastern Africa. The group also goes by the name the Islamic State of Iraq and the Levant (ISIL). It was founded in 1999 by a Jordanian Salafi jihadist Abu Musab al-Zarqawi (Kelly et al 32). It gained global recognition in 2014. Since its formation, the group has evolved with different names, starting with Jama’at al-Tawhid wal-Jihad, to al-Qaeda in Iraq, and later to Islamic State in Iraq. The group was developed to stir civil war in Islam and declared all Muslims who failed to follow the group’s interpretations of the Koran as apostates and deserving to be killed under sharia law (Kelly et al 45 This paper seeks to explore the history of the group, how it has evolved, claimed territories, and approaches it uses to recruit youth. The paper will discuss how Islamic the group is and how its existence affects the world. 
ISIS History
The Islamic State, also known as ISIL, ISIS, or Daesh is a militant group that was founded in 1999 by a Jordanian Salafi jihadist Abu Musab al-Zarqawi, to cleanse the Islamic community. The group started with the name Jama’at al-Tawhid wal-Jihad, which was later changed to al-Qaeda of Iraq (AQI). The group later changed its name to the Islamic State of Iraq and the Levante (Kelly et al 87). In 2013, the group changed its name to the Islamic State of Iraq and Syria. Following the 9/11 terror attacks in the United States, the U.S. government vowed to lead an aggressive fight against terrorism. The surge of U.S. troops in Iraq and the region prompted the group to minimize its operations until 2011 during the Arab spring when the group reemerged (Wilson Center web). 
The group is believed to have been founded following the teachings of the prophet Muhammad. It was formed to establish a caliphate and conquer new territories. The group’s interpretation of Islam is considered aggressive compared to that of other groups. The interpretations of the Salafi-jihadi worldview. In this view, the group viewed the caliph as the central figure for political, economic, and social aspects of life as well as the offensive constructs of life. Based on these principal elements, the group’s mandate is to acquire new territory and export violence (Kelly et al 46). Following the start of the Arab Spring, the group took advantage of the political and social instability in Syria and Iraq, leading to the taking over of Mosul and Sinjar, and other territories (Githing’u et al 24). 
Taking over Mosul, a major city in the Northern Iraq region is considered one of the major takeovers by the group. Clashes between militia groups, ISIS, and the Iraqi forces in 2013 facilitated the takeover. In western Iraq, the clashes led to the takeover of Hit, Fallujah, and Samara. To weaken ISIS advances, Iraq forces used offensive attacks and shells. However, these efforts were inhibited by the fact that the group had access to weapons from Syria. Access to weapons and acquisition of more territory in Syria gave ISIS more strength, leading to the fall of Mosul (Wilson Center web). During the advances of the group to Northern Iraq, ISIS military chief Abu Abdulrahman al-Bilawi was killed, leading to the development of the Bilawi Vengeance operation (Cordesman 35). 
After the chief of the group was killed, militants began their attacks on June 6th killing soldiers and civilians. By June 10th, the city fell under the leadership of the insurgents. They took control of prisons, burned down police stations, freed prisoners, and beheaded those who were against the movement. The militia also captures Tikrit, which led to the formation of a caliphate stretching from Diyala in Iraq to Aleppo in Syria (Wilson Center web). In August 2014, U.S. led airstrikes in Iraq and Syria were conducted to weaken ISIS. By the end of 2015, over 8000 airstrikes had been conducted in Iraq and Syria, leading to the recapture of cities like Ramadi and Fallujah. Despite the attacks, the group continued to conduct attacks in other countries beyond the borders of the caliphate. By 2017, more than 95% of the territory held by the group (1/3 of Iraq and 40% of Syria) had been recovered, including Mosul in Iraq and Raqqa in Syria. In 2017, Iraq prime minister announced the defeat of ISIL despite that it was linked to attacks across the world. In 2018, the American President, Donald Trump declared the defeat of ISIS, withdrawing U.S. military troops in the region. 
The success of the militant group over the decades is linked to the increased use of media and social media to brainwash and recruit youth across the world. From the beginning of the 21st century, technology has rapidly developed in developing and developed countries. These rapid developments have prompted organizations to adopt techniques for efficient and effective communication. Social media platforms like Twitter, Facebook, Instagram, Flickr, and Snapchat are widely used across the world to share information and help in the establishment of relationships. These technologies are widely used to conduct interviews and recruitments in organizations. ISIS is no exception in terms of using these technologies in their recruitment process. In a report by Ward, the militant group has shown its prowess in the ability to use social media, recruiting more than 40,000 youths from over 110 countries. 
Additionally, successful recruitment and brainwashing of youth, particularly in the Middle Eastern region and Africa is associated with the fact that internet access in the regions has increased. The group uses online platforms to spread online propaganda to unsuspecting and potential young members. Through different telegram, Facebook, and Twitter channels in different languages, ISIS has been able to recruit more fighters from different backgrounds, seeking to regain its lost territories. One of the approaches that are used to attract and brainwash young people is the use of development and community empowerment strategies. According to Ward, the group has used tweets supporting development projects in the region, which establishes an environment of distrust between members of the community and the current government. The differences in government ideologies and those implemented by the militia group portray the government as the enemy of the people, thus influencing youths to join the group. Also, social media has been used to radicalize youths and coordinate attacks in different parts of the world. Radicalization and recruitment of youth, particularly in Africa is linked to the fact that Africa is the largest growing mobile phone market. A large mobile phone market implies that there is a large potential population the militant group can exploit. Besides, the Middle East region has experienced a significant increase in social media use, with over 93 million active social media users and 147 million internet users (Ward 13). As witnessed during the Arab Spring, social media has played a critical role in defining the political, social, and economic aspects of a country. ICT is widely used by the group to help change the existing narrative about the group’s extremism and its involvement in the violation of human rights. 
How Islamic ISIS Is
Different people, including Islamic scripters, have had different perspectives of the group, some viewing it as legitimate, while others condemning its existence and operations in the world. The establishment of a caliphate by ISIS has been condemned by Muslim clerics and activists. Islamic scripters argue that the organization has violated human rights on several occasions, acts which are against the teachings of the Koran. ISIS, for example during the taking over of Mosul and other major cities, robbed and destroyed civilians' property, killed innocent people, and raped women (Kelly et al 34). These actions are believed to be against human rights because vulnerable populations are exposed to harm's way. Prominent clerics and activists in the region and other countries argue that the Islamic law requires that which has been taken by force should be repaid or compensated (Wilson Center web). Islamic leaders argue that Islam is a peaceful and merciful religion to all people regardless of their beliefs. The actions of the group are believed to taint the image of Islam and Muslims in the world. Other leaders argue that ISIS has misused the religion and damaged its image to those who lack knowledge about religion. In another article, the actions of the group like the imposition of taxes and expropriation of conquered lands are considered to be against the teachings of Sharia. According to Revkin and McCants, sharia provides three primary sources of revenue as described in the Quran. These sources are zakat, ghanima, and fay’. However, ISIL misinterprets these provisions for their economic gain, capital which is used to fund attacks and acquire resources. In this context, the group misuses the religion and teachings of the prophet Muhammad. 
Muslims have had varied perceptions of ISIS and other terror groups. However, the majority of surveys that have been conducted over the years show that many Muslims condemn the actions of ISIS and view it as a terror group as opposed to a religious group. According to Schmid, terror groups should not be associated with any religious group because their ideologies are contrary to the teachings of Islam. In surveys conducted in 2017, approximately 99% of participants showed that they detested terrorism. Muslims across the world oppose suicide bombings, attacks on civilians, and the development of caliphates. The attitudes of Muslims towards extremist groups can be seen in the role of citizens to back governments in the fight against terrorism. Schmid argues that the majority of Muslims in Iraq, Syria, and other Arab countries have played critical roles in the fight against ISIS, through the provision of key information to the government-led forces. 
Role of Iran in Supporting ISIS and Al Qaeda
Many countries in the region and the west have condemned Iran's foreign policy, arguing that it supported the advances of the militant group in Iraq and Syria. Iran has a reactive foreign policy, which prompts the country to not take a certain position in a crisis (Esfandiary and Ariane). The reactive ISIS policy was implemented based on the goal of attaining regional supremacy. Also, this policy allows Iran to remain flexible and reactive. The implementation of the policy was also catalyzed by the need to gain from ISIS’s advances in Iraq. The instability caused by ISIS's invasion of Iraq and Syria could allow Iran to act as the lead partner in the region. Rather than taking the current threat seriously, the Iranian government accused the west of prompting the formation of such an extreme group. Even after inferences by Iranians that ISIS had infiltrated their borders, the government was reluctant to take action (Schmid 89). Failure to take quick action is an indication that the Iranian government stood to benefit from the ISIS invasion in Iraq. Iran's policy dictated that it should have limited military involvement in the conflict. Failing to actively engage in the conflict gave ISIS an upper hand in the conflict, which, in turn, led to the capture of major cities like Mosul and Raqqah. 
Reactions of Iraqi and U.S. Governments and the World towards ISIS
The development of the group in 1999 was followed by a civil war in Iraq in 2003 between Kurds and Shia. These conflicts led to political instability in the country, an excellent environment for the group’s success. Internal political rivalries following the 2005 elections led to the emergence of civil wars and the development of legislation against each other. After almost a third of the country was captured by ISIS, the government retaliated with the help of the United States and Iran governments. After the massacre of the Shia people, the latter, who made the ruling party declared the extremist group as a threat to the wellbeing of Iraqis. There was the development of popular mobilization forces (PMFs), which were designed to reinforce the existing government and aid weaken ISIS. Despite the divergent views among majority ethnic groups in Iraq, the presence of ISIS led to the establishment of a stronger form of leadership in the country, for at least, enough time to overpower the terror group. 
The United States played a critical role in the fight against ISIS in Iraq and Syria. In the initial phases of the war in 2014, the Obama administration assessed the seriousness of the crisis, vowing to have military action in the war tone region. The U.S. government was actively involved in the war, by having increased air surveillance, having more advisors send to support Iraqi forces, and having U.S. troops on the ready to engage. U.S. engaged in a limited war phase following ISIS's potential genocide of civilians in Mt. Sinjar. The war was escalated to alleviate any efforts by the group to expand its territory and kill more civilians. Based on the involvement of the U.S. government in the fight against ISIL, it can be concluded that the U.S. reaction was preventive and authoritative. 
From a global perspective, ISIL was viewed as a terror group, whose existence violates moral values and human rights. Considering that the group has its teachings in over 110 countries (Ward) and that it has conducted attacks across the world, its existence threatens peace in the latter. Because of this, different governments including the UK, France, Iran, Turkey, Russia, and Germany among others provided necessary resources to help fight the group and support the livelihoods of affected civilians. 
Conclusion
Despite the declaration of defeating ISIS by the Trump administration in 2018, the group remains to be a major threat to regional and global peace. The increased use of the internet and social media in Africa and the Middle East has facilitated the recruitment of new members and the spread of online propaganda. These platforms allow the group to recruit and brainwash young people. As a global threat, it is the role of the international community to implement effective policies to eliminate the threat. The first approach that can be used is using the internet and social media to create awareness of the dangers of the group and exposing the propaganda it spreads using the platforms. Also, it is necessary to educate young people about the group, teach them approaches that can be used to radicalize them, and how to avoid such. Governments should implement active policies, which will allow them to actively eliminate threats with urgency and when needed most. 
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